THE TRIPHENYLMETHANE DYES
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Methyl Blue (1862), Soluble Blue 8B., Soluble Blue ioB,,
Wool Blue, etc. Prom the previously mentioned clycstuff,
soluble blue, this differs in purity and in manufacture. It
is- a trisulphonic acid of triphenylpararosanilinc free from
admixture with any rosaniline derivative.

Its most recent process of manufacture does not consist in
the sulphonation of a previously prepared triphcnylpara-
rosaniline, but in using for combination components which
have already been sulphonated. Thus, in the initial reaction,
diphenylammemonosulphome acid and formaldehyde are
brought together as follows:
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Oxidation of this product together with another mole-
cule of diphenylaminemonosulphonie acid results, as shown
below:

\

CGH5NH * C5H4SO3H
^06H4NH-06H4SO3H
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x64.643
d/  06H4NH-06H4S03H     +     2H2O

Methyl blue.
The free acid
The disodium salt of this forms the commercial dyestuff.
A variety of acid blue dyes are sold which, are more or less
pure trisulphonic acids of triphenylpararosaniline and rosan-
iline mixed with, some mono- and disulphonic acid com-
pounds.